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Marth, F.IT- Bleſſed are ye whevin me u hall reuile yon,and per ecute y0u, aid T; all 1B 
D jay gy manner of evill againſt you fa!ſly, for my lake. 

r.1 2, Rejcyce aud be exceeding glad ; for great is your ncatind 7 heave : for Y 
Is ſo Mead they the Prophets which were before you | 
RD . Pal 69.9. The reproaches of them that reproacped th:egare fs Lien wupn me. 
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| Ifaiah, Chap. 9.7. Ofthe increaſe of his government 


To the READER: 


82a Aving obtained the grace from God, to be 
CEL, called into ſome friendſhip and familiari- 
| H NQ ty with Feſws Chriſt, ſo, as to hear and re- 
wap be £070 from him, ſomething of the minde 
x da M4 | . 
EARS 42d bolome of the Father, according to 
; his free grace, who hath mercy on whom 
he will : and having offer many teares 4nd temptations 
(-20t unknown to many yet in the body) obtained thy fur- 
ther grace, to ſpeak the Word of God with boldnefſe, I 
have alſo been counted worthy to be taken into (ome fel- 
lowſhip with Chriſt in hs ſufferings,and to endure the con- 
tradiction. of finners, axd oft-times ts excounter the 
rage aud madneſle of men, yea, aud to fight with men af- 
ter the manner of beaſts, Sher brutiſh a«d furious. 
And thus it hath fared with me often, eſpecially at two re- 
markable times. The one at Lincolne, »pon occafion of 
two Sermons preached there, on theſe words of the Prophet 


= 


and peace there ſhall be no end. Whereiz giving ante 
Chriſt his own preper due, many were angry 1 had taken 
roo much from men, to whom yet nothing belongs, but 
iniquity, ſhame 4nd confulion ; they. could not bear this, 
that the Lord alone ſhould bee exalted: But that 
DoeFrine of Truth the Lord hath ſtrongly upheld with the 
© ER, right 
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Jer. 36.32 


John 8. 44. 


To the Reader. 


right band of his-righreouſneſſe, and the glory of it hath 
ſince ſhone into many hearts i th# Kingdom, mwch con- 
trary to their deſire. 

7 he other time wherein 1 met with remarkeable oppoſe- 
$10n,w45 \arely.at Marſton, the Head-quarrer at-the Lea- 
ouer before Oxiord ; whither ſome coming out of the Ci! 
of London, is all probability ont sf ſome ſpeciall defigne 
( ſecing the old malignity now ads 7» > new form, 4x4 
is daily comming forth in a ſecond and more plauſible, 
cunning, and deceiveing ed:tion) became exceeding an- 
ery and h-ady 2g4inſt the plain axd cleere Trurh of the 
Go'pe], dcl;vered in thu following Expofition { wherein 
the whole truth and ſubſtance of what ws then deliver- 
ed, & exatly ſet down, and nothing abaced ; bat rather 
ſome things farther preſſed, 1dding (as Jeremiah 7n the ſe- 
cond roll) many like words to the former. Now ſome of 
thiſ: mes, ſeeing themſelves and their new defignes cleer. 
ly 41 {covered by the light of the Word, and made altoze- 
ther naked, ſuddenly they '2rew fierce and furious, con- 
tradicing and blatpheming, yea, ſome of them ſpeak- 
ing te languaze of hell «pop earth ( of which there. are 
ſome witneſſes) as became men of inch a generation. 


Theſe men, a«ccordinz to the operacion of that ſpirir 


which works mightily in the childrea of diſobedience, 
come and fill the whole City with lyes and flanders.1zy- 
ing to my charge things that I knew not ; - the falſhovd 
and untruths whereof, there are ſome hundreds, and: ſome 
of trem-of great and eminent worth axd piety, really to 
witnt(ſe: Wherefore of meerneceſſity # was conſtrained 
$0 pupliſh this Expoſition, 45 a wiineſſe to this preſent 
andthe f)\lowing : exerations, of theſe mens reſiſting the 
Spirit; *9x4aRing againſt Chriſt himſelf in the W ord. 
And thoagh the diſcourſe be veryplain,vot Tavourine of 

& any 


'To:the Reader; 


ny aeurateneſfe 'of /bhupzane wiſdom and: earning yer 


they that arechemfeloks fpiritual;will acknowledpe fore. 
thing of the Spirit in it, and for that cauſe will rellifh and 
love #t ;*thoxzh others. will therefore be at the greater 
enmity 47ainfſt-it, Barfor.my part, 1 Paveſer downmy re- 
folution i#the Eord'\» the Cauſe of -Jefus Chriſt; \ 2s: 
to weigh all the power of earth or hell, oxe feather 3 bur 29 
put it torhe utmoſt eryall, whether therruth of the Galpel 
er the {landers and lyes of men ſhall -prevaile : whether 
the inoak of the'battomlefle pit, 4h.t:. comes fort/%; ont of 
the month of thele and many others; ſhal be abletsblot out 
or darken the brightneſle sf Chrifts coming inthe Mitii- 
ſtery of the Goſpel : yea,and whither the power and+-ma- 
lice of. thedevill and the world, fhall be ſtronger then the 
love and protection of. Felus' Chriſt. : And 1 doubt.op0t,, 
but the more the world as 7» the Spirir of thr devillz the 
more will Chriſt exable us to a&t iz his own Spirit,till all 
at laſt ſhall be forcegto acknowledge, that the Spirit that 
iS in us, is ſtronger then the ſpirit thar iisin the world, 
And what now have all theſe men obtained by:all their mas 
lice azd fury, but a greater aud more open diſcovery: of 
the truth : 4nd to cauſe that that light of the Goſpel, that. 
oxely ſhone in one Congregation, ſhould, throughthe prin- 
ting of it, have its beams ſcatteredin many. parts of 'the- 
Kingdom? ard wher-ever thetruch comes,rthe children of: 
the truth w7/ll entertain zt, 7 45 no body leave. ' And this 
threnzh.the over-ruling power of Gods.wiledom, doe theſe 
men beeray their owning. their telidivs cauſe;: and :over- 
throw their own andtrhiinends;; avid :wih fix bey tbenk to: 
oppreſſe the truth, propagate it:the more :. and thus: ſhall 
rrurhs enem7es periſh, azd the eruth it felfffAouriſh ; + yea, 
franriſh oy | Broagh. {flandersi, oppckxions I \CONErac tions, ; 
blaſphemicsg#d a// pd card yillany i24be gh” 
: | & 3 AH 2 


To the Reader... 


 CAndallthivicanfidence'in us ariſes henee;beravſe Chriſt, 


5 not as a dead man, bn! i riſen 4nd aſcended, and fits «t 
the right hand of God, and fills all things, and doth all 
things in heaven avd in earth, i# the world aJd in the 
Church, awoxe bs friends avd among hi encmies, till 
theſe be made by tooxſtool: which « the very thing we are 
now in expecation of. 

Now one thins more which 1 think fit to acquaint the 
world witha/ in this Epiſtle, & this, That none of theſe 
thorny hearers durft ofe come to diſcourſe with awe, or 
to look we iz the face ; but one among them that ſeemed of 
4a batter temper thenthereft, wpon the urgin f a godly 
Citizen thex preſent, did ſpeak with me : and the queſtion 
he a«ked of me, wasthis: Whether I thought that all 
Presbyterianis were carnall Goſpellers. I fold him, 1 
was far from thinksng any ſuch thing; for 1 knew ſome of 
them very godly Chriſtians, and did acknowledge the grace 
of God in them;and that for mine own part, I did not al- 
low —__ diſtintion of Chriſtians, as Presbyrerians 
and Independents, this being onely 4 diſtin&tion of 
mans making, tending tothe diviſion sf the Church;aud 
added, that as in Chriſts kinedom peither circumciſion 4- 
vaileth any thing, nor uncircumcifton, bat a new<creature 
ſo in this fame kingdom of Chriſt, neither Prebytery «- 
vaileth any thing, nor independency, bt a new creature: 
and that the Kingdom of God ſtands not in Presbyrtery 
or Independency, byt ix righteouſneſſe, and peace, and 
Joy inthe holy. Ghoft; & that if 7 ſaw any thing of God 


or Chriſt,er the Spirit i» any exe, 1 reckoned him as a bro- 
ther, #ot raking any ſuch opinion into confideration; and 
that the unity - of Spirit, 4nd. not of apinion, is the bond ef 
P: ace i3 Chrifts kingdom. The man then pretended to be fan. 
tified, and 78 :1cjoycein his ſatisfaction; but ſince (as is 


rela- 


To the Reader, 


related)hath ſhewed his ſtomachazain:hut berunſe bt ſeems 

70 be « Chriſtian,the Lord lay it notito his charge. - 
And truly,reader it is a ſad thing;that ever theſe.names. 
of Ptesbyterians «nd Independents grew ap to this height 
78 the Church, and that theſe opintons ſhowla be reckons 
ed-more in 4 man,then the preſence and dwelling;of Gods 
himſelf 42d the Spirit im him, \ For my part, 1.mterly. 
diſclaim # ſuch diſtintions of mans making, eval al- 
low of »o diſtinQion of men, but what God himſelf hath 
made,and that i this, The world, and they that .ave.taken 
out of the world ; or, The Church, and-they. thar.:are 
without : audi the Church, the children' that. are Born 
after the fleſh, and the children'rhat-are born after the 
Spirit : or which # a oxc,carnal ayd ſpiritual Chrifians. 
This diſtinRion of rex God huh made, and this I doe.and 
»hſt needs nſe;though the world (as 3t-appeares): likes this 
worle thenthe other. For the diſtintion of feeds 7» the. 
Church,is the true diſtinGtion;axd the more this is brought 
about by the Word aud Spirit, the mere glotious: will the 
Church be. Now, ſome ſpiritual Chriftinns. ney be.amons; 
thoſe that are called Presbyterians,and ſome amox7 thoſe 
that are called Independents; andall theſe, thonzb called 
by different names, are of one ſpiritnall Church : & eqn 
ome carnal Chriſtians 314 be among thoſe rhat are cated 
Independents, & ſome awone thoſe 7hat are called Pret- 
byterians; & all theſe, ehongh called by different names, 
areof onecarnall Church. And therefore 1 could with we 
had obtained ſuch wiſdom from God; as to:ler the.diftin- 
ion. & diviſion of -7en lie onelyihere; where God bath 
made #t,c+ not wher fleſh & blood hkth made it; fo:ſhal 
the true ſpirituall Church be delivercd. from thefe diftin- 
ions of fieſb &+ blood, and be \eparared from the world, 
eva. bee gathered together in #1ifalfe, and bee at oy 
with 


nt dd. 


To the. Reader. , 
withit ſelf \whichwillbe.Gods great glory, "4nd. it s I) 

ſtrength,” comfort? happineſſe, and thegreat fexroun 
and dread of all-profane wen andformaliſts. 
© Another thine-which.l fi; 


up within 
eto do, 11580 


de my heart ſtirred 
the-world what 1know inmine. 
awnewperience, touching ther Ariiy under the command: 
that moſt faithful and worthyGenerall, $:x Tho, Fair- 
Xx: and that becauſe 1 am: not ignorant ef the great un- 
dervaluing,. «xd deipiſing, and reproaching of 7t,; -by 
many,-eveu:of choſe, whoſe blood raws warn: 12 their: 
wveins,..an4 whoienjoy all the comforts they ihave in the 
world; throzgh the taithfulneſſe; diligence; aRtivity, la- 
bours, hunger, thirſt; cold, wearines, watchings, mar- 
chings, engagements, :{ſtormings; wounds 47d blood of 
theſe-mheh; inſtruments inthe haxd of God for the fabdu- 
ing that' malignant: 'ipowet that roſewp azainſt the: Stare 
and Saints of God;;yes, inſtruments of Gods own chufing 
and calling .torth ro bis toot,: for. thts great and glorious 
ter-ages: witli wonder and ftand'amazed. 
at, 45>wdll as ar:tht wile ingratitude of this ape, fo:{uch 
inſtruments as theſe; for. which God will not hold ir 
guilcleſſe. This then for mine own part] am moſt confident: 
en, that there are as many gracious azd godly: Chriſtiins 
mit ,os inguy gathermg:together of men in all the world. 
again : 'men frll of faith 474the Spirit, aud the admirable 
indowments of it. .. More. particularly , there are the{e 
Six things moſt rergarkatle'zz thu deſpiſed Army. 

1. Their Uniry,gphichs admirable : it being: ymoretit 
Unirty:of Ghriftians-rheaef men 4,,mo7e- 4:Unit | 
Spirit they 2n:+he fleſh 5:25 -7h8 Parher'and: Son the in 
themſelves. wind this bath brenrione great means of thety 
thepbringeal bothun Toh Nd fea 
aT be Byrd het hatikew 1 /Tewraded ae 


eſtifhe £0 


ſervice; whichaſter 


| oreat fnecefie; 
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- | 1h faith, they heve purſued their-encmmies and-ove 


To the Reader. 
#9 in One brindle,«xd [0 their enemics con/d not break them, 
but have bin broken by them, Many of their matters of grea- 
reſt moment, have been carried iu councel with that unity,that 
ſometimes wot ſo much as one hath contradicted. _. 
2. Their humility ; which hath been admirable as well 
the former, For after:great aud glorious: Victories,: £9 rhe | 
wonder of the kingdom and of the world, when Kings ofthe 
Army did flee apace,and the men of might 745 away 4s WO- | 
men, 1 have never heard any of the worthy and godly Com- 
manders or Officers ever fo fay, I'did this or that;orfo boalt 
of his. own counlel or his own ſtrength, orto. attribure any 
thing to himſelf, or any body elſe, of what God had doxe-; 
but every oneto ſay, This was the Lords own doing,and it 
is marvellous in oureyes ; 47d: it was not our own ſword: 
or bowe, bui.the: Lords right hand, and his arm, and rhe 
light of his countenance. And they have been moſt willing 
to be nothing themſelves,that God might beall. © 
Ard this hath been one means to keep them humble, be- 
cauſe though God hath been much with them,yet the world. 
hath been mich againſt them, . nat for their own fakes; who 
have done the work of the kinzdow: faithfully and honeſtly; 


but for Gods ſake in them: becanſe there is more of God 4- 


mong thefe men, then among other men, therefore are they fo 
malizned\ by many mer. For the. world ahvays moſt' hates; 


woere there .is moſt of God: and you ye nab « ſhrewd 
gueſle where there .is:moſt of God, by obſerving where the 
greateſt hatred of the world lies, rod Eno ttt 


. . 


z 


- 3. Their faith, Thereare many12 the Arnry wen uf gteat 
and precious faith ; #hrou7h which they havewroughvrigh- 
reouſnefſe, obtained: promifes, ſtopped themourhsof libns, 
quenched the violence of - fire, eſcaped: the edge of.the 


{word ,out.oftweaknefle were made-ſtrong, waxed valiant 


4 


in Fight, tiraed r0 flight che armies-ofithe aliens.” Through 
rtaken- 
them, 


.To:the Reader. 


them, *and turned -nor againtil! they had conſumed them : 
they have beaten them ſmall 4s the duſt before the winde, 
and caft chem out as dirt in the ſtreets. 7 hrough faith they 
have entered ſtrong Cities ; 4nd 1 cantruly azd particularly 
ſay (letthem that will needs be offended, ſtumble and fall ar 
zt) that Briſtol (among other places) was conquered by faith 
more then by force; it was conquered 2» the hearts of the 
godly by faith,before ever they ſtretched forth a;hand againſt 
it; and they went not (o much toftormiit as to rake it, iz the 
aſſurance of taich. -. Through faith; one of them hath chaſed 
ten,end ten put ay hundred to flizht,and ax hundred a thou- 
ſand. And this ws pertormed in the wery letter of it, at that 
famous and memorable battaile at Naſeby. Many more in- 
ſtances { could-relate of the power of taithi iz this. Army, but 
that I fhonld thereby grieve and atfli&t many too mach. 

' 4+ The ſpirit of Prayer; and this the Lerd hath poured 
forth #por many of them ix great meaſure ; not oxely upon 
many of the chicke Commanders, but ox very many ef the 
inferiour. Qtficers; 5 common Troopers; ſome of whom, 
I have þyaccident heard praying, with that faith and fami- 
liarity with God, that 1 == flood wondering at the grace. 
We never undertook any thing of weight, but God was alwys 
{ought zo of «5 again 4nd again &* we have found God neer to 
#6 in all thiaes me have called upon him for.Yea,God hath been 
found of «s,whilft yer we have been (ceking him, and hath gi- 
ven #s the anſwer of our prayers into our boloms. 

k 5. The ſpeciall preſence of God with them. 7 have ſeer 
more of be preſence of God in that Army, then amongſt any 
people that ever converſed with in mylife, There hath been 
4 very ſenſible preſence of God with us: we have ſeen his go- 
ings, obſerved hu very footſteps : for he hath dwelt among 
#5,41d marched in the head of xs, and counſel'd.' us, and led: 
66,44 hath gOAC along With #5 ſtep b ] ftep, from Naleby fo 
Leiceſter, and fram thence ts Langport, and eidgawarr, 
an 


To the Reader. © 


| and Bath, and Sherborn, axd Briſtol, and the Deviſes, and 
Wincheſter, and Bazing,avd Dartmouth, + Exceter,# in- 
to Cornwall; & back again to Oxtord,c+ all along hs pre- 
ſence hath zone along with us,& he hath been our ſtrength &+ 
glory. How often hath fcartulneſſe and trembling taken 
hold #pon the enemy? & the ſtour men been at a loſſe for their 
courage, and the men of might for their hands, becauſe of the 

preſence of God with #s ? yea,becanſe of this,they have mel- 

red away 7 their ſtrong Holds, and delivered up therr fen- 

ced Cittcs into our haxds , axd every place we have come #- 
gainſt, we have taken in,a,d every battaile wherein we have 

tought, we hawe prevailed. And becauſe God hath been in the 
midft of 5s, we havenot been moved our ſelves ; and onr 
enemies hve periſhed (xt by our valour, & weapons, aud 
ſtrength) b#t a: the rebuke of his countenance. This ſhall 

be writen for the generation to come ( ſeeing ſo many of 
_ this preſent generation ſo little regard it) and the people that 

are to be born ſhall praiſe the Lord. 

6. The fixth remarkable thing in the Army «,their faith- 
fulneſſe to the ſtate. How have they gone up and down in 
wearinefſe & labours, aud dangers, and deaths; 0 do the 
Kingdomes work ? when was 7t, that they fate idle 2 have 
they not as ſoon a5 one field wa fought, prepared to ano- 
ther ? as ſoon 45 one City was taken, advanced to another? 
CF ſo zone on, from one ſtrong hold of the enemies to another, 
till all have been reduced? that peace might be haſtned rs 
this Kingdome if it were the will of God, and not come as 4 
ſnaile, bat as 83 Eagles wings: yea, have they wot been attive, 
even all te winter loxg, in amoſt cold and irofty ſeaſon that 
continued ſo for two monerhs tozeth. r, beating the enemy ont of 
the field, & taking their Strong Holds, when ether Armies 
uſe to lie {till * Have they taken the pay of idlenefſe,or lived 
the lite of luxury , #pos the Stare- maintenance © Have they 
ſought to lengthen the Wars for their own advantages 2 Have 

4 2 they 


Dent. 
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they not made even aſhort work 2 I challenge all the former 
generations of the world to ftand forth and to ſhew ſo much 
work of thu kind done in ſo little time, And farther, by all this 
ſucceſſe, have they ever brn lifted up ſo mnch as to petition the 
Parliament 7» any thing ,or to remonſitrate axy thinz proudly 
& undutifully ts them, as [ome people ſurfeired with peace & 
plenty have done? Or ,thouzh the Kingdom,zext nnder God 
& the Parliament, owes its proteQion, & deliverance, and 
freedom from Tyranny axd Popery, to this worthy Army, 
have they fer all this, ever appeared to conteſt againſt the 
Kingdom for any thinz,or to fand with their {words in their 
hands to make demands? Nay, I declare this to all the King- 
dom, that 4s God hath made them glorious in doing, ſo # 
hath made them contented to be perfeRed by ſuffering,if it be 
the will of God, And moft confident 1 a»2,that though ſome 
men for-private ends & intereſts are murmuring, & #thers 
{peaking out againſt th& Army, as the perverſe 1ſraclites a- 
2ainſt Moſes & Aaron, yet the Lord iz his. due time, will 
take away the reproach of all his people therein; & that we 


#317 ſhall hear ſongs from all the ends of the kingdom,even gloty to 


the righteous. Thi 1 have ſpoken in truth 8 ſincerity to the 
Kingdom : Md to that Army 1 ſhall ſay, Who is like un- 
to thee, O people? ſaved by the Lord, who is the ſhield of 
thy hclp,and the {word of thine excellency ; and thine e- 
nemies thall be found lyers unto thee, and thou ſhalt tread 
upen their high places. = 
1 have been longer in this Epiſtle then 1 intended : but ſee- 
in; there was ſuch a cauſe & this, no ingenuous man will 
blame »e. Chriftian Reader, 1 am _ 
Thane to ſerve thee in the Lord, 
and in the Goſpel of his $67. 
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EXPOSITION 
Of the 54. Chapter of /atah, 


| from Verl. 11. to the end. 


_—_— 


; The words are thus : 


Verſ.11. 0h thes afflifted, toſſed with tempeſt. and 
| mot comforted; behold,1will lay thy tones with fair co- 
lf logrs,and lay thy foundations with Saphires. 

g 12. CAnd1 will make thy windows of CAgates, and 
thy gates of Carbuncles, and all thy borders of pleaſant 


ſtones, CF. 


x His place of Scripture is very »ſefulto the Church 

of God in theſe times wherein we live : yea ve- 

rily this Prophet did not ſo much Propheſie to 

his own age as to oyrs, nor to the Jewiſh Church 

as to the Chriſtian. For wrto them it Was reveal- 1 pet. 1.12. 
\ ed, that not unto themſelves, but unto 4, th y did 

minifter the things which are now reported unto oy. 
| be B The 


Rev, 5.9% \ 


'S; {e, 


'The buildinz axd glory of the Spiritoall Chnrch, 
The Prophet T/aiah propheſied in the Spirit touching the 


Kingdom of Chriſt; which ftands not in the fleſh, bur in the 
S$pirit,and delivers from the Father by the Sprri4 many excellent 
promiſes to be fullfilled in the $9» Incarnate, head and mms» 
bers. 


The firſt promiſe in this Chapter, is touching the great in- 


creaſe of the Church in the daycs of the New-Teftament; that 
whereas before the Church was to be found 'but in exe kinred, 
and tongue, and people, and nation; now it ſhould be gathered 
ont of every kinred, and tongue, and people, and nation. And 
this is ſo defirable and comfortable a thing, that in the beginring 
of the Chapter, he calls upon all to yejojce at this ; ver, 1. Sing, 
O barren,thiy that dideſt not bear; break forth into ſinging, aud 
ſhout aloud, thou that didſt not travel With child: for more aye the 
children of the deſolate then of the marryecd Wife, ſaith the Lo: d, En- 
large the place of thy tent,and lit them ſtretch forth the curtain of 


thine habitations. Spare not, lengthen thy cords, and ſtrengthen 
thy ſtakes: for thou foalt break forth on the right hand and'on the 
left, and thy ſeed fhall inherit the Gentiles, and make the d:ſolate 
Cities to be inhabited.So that there ſhall certainly be a moſt Wor. 
derful and numerons increaſe of the faithful in the Chriſtian 
Charc/,till they become as the ſt4rs of heaven, and as the dyops 


of the morning dew, that cannot be rold, all of them aflembled 
in the beauties of helineſle. 


And therefore let us not be'overmuch troubled, though at 


preſent we ſee, in a numerous nation, but few true children of 
the pirituall Church; for God ſhall b/efſe theſe few, and bid 
them increaſe, and mwltiply, and repleniſh the earth : ſo that 
though the Aſſemblies of the Saints be now but thi», and oze 
comes from this place, and another from that, to theſe Aflem- 
blics, and in many and woſt places of the kingdom, theſe few 
are fain to come together ſecrcr/y, for feare of the Jews, thar is 
the people of the letter; yet throagh the powring forth of the 
Spit, it ſhall come to paſſe, at laſt, that they ſhall come in 


flocks, as doves to their windovws, And it hall be ſaid to the 


Church by the Lord, Life up thine eyes round about, and behala, 
all theſe gather fellows together and come to thee: As I live, ſaith 
phe Lord, thow ſralt ſurely clothe thee With thern all, as with an 
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oruament, and binde them en thee x5 a bride deth, &c. till atlaſt 
the Church ſhall ſay in her heart, ho hath begotten me theſe, ſee- 


ing Ihave loſt my chilarn and am deſolate, a captive, and removing 


zo and fro? and Who hath brought wp theſe? Behold, I Was left a- 


lone ; theſe Where had they beex ? 


Yea, theſe very premiſes are now in the very att of accom- 
pliſhing amopg  ; fer the ſpiritual Church hath received a ve- 
ry great increaſe within theſe few yeares, and Cod hath many 
faichfull people in many places of this Kingdome ; and of this 
my (elfe and many more in this Army are witneſl:s : for having 
marched up and down the Kingdome, to do the worke of Ged, 
and the State, wee have met with many Chriſtians, who have 
much Gefpel-light, and ( which makes it the'more ſtrange ) in 
ſuch places where there hath been no Gofpel- Mixiftery ; which 
hath put me in minde of that prophecy, 1/as. 66. 8. who hath 
heard ſuch a thing ? who bath ſcene ſuch things ? Shall th: earth be 
mad to bring forth in one day, or ſhall a Nation be borne at once? 
For as ſoone as Sion travelled, nay, before ſhe travelled, fhe bronght 


forth her ch'\ldren. There was no outward Miniftery of the Go- 


ſpell to travell or take pains with them, and yet Sion brings forth 
her chilaren. 

And onerthing that is remarkable touching the increaſe of the 
Church at this day, is this, That where Chriſt ſends. the Mini- 
{tration of the Spirit, there many yowng people are brought in 


to Chriſt, as being moſt free from the forms of the former age, 


and from the Doftrines and Traditions of men, taught and recei- 
ved inſtead of the pure and anmixe+#Word of God : whereas 
many old profeſſors, who are wholly in the form, prove the great- 
eſt enemies to the poWer of godlinefle : and thus the firft are che 
lat, and th: laſt firſt. 

" Now this great and /wdden increaſe of the Faithfull, is that 
which doth ſo exceedingly trouble the World, and makes them 
exgry at the very heart. For, if they were but a few, mean, con- 
temptible and inconfiderable perſons, whom they might eafily 
[uppreſſe and deFroy, they would be pretty quiet : but when th.y 
begin to #ncreg/e in thelan 1, as 1{racl did in Egypt , and not- 
withſtanding all the b#rdews of their raske maſters wherewich 
they ate afflitted and grieqed, doe yet-increale aburdantly, and 

(oe | B22 multiply 
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ww#ltiply,and wax exceeding mighty,till they begin to fi rhe land; 
and when they con'ult to deal wiſely with them, Iclt they mul- 
tiply two much, doe yet ſee them grow and multiply the more, 
that they know not at what Couatrey, of City, or Towne, or 
Village, or Family, to begin to (#ppreſſe them : this is that doch 
{6 exceedingly vex and inrage the world, and makes them even 
wad againe, as we ſee this day. For the increaſe of the faithfull, 
as it is the glory of the Church, ſo it is the griefe and ads: fſe of 
the world. But theſe men in vaine attempt againſt this increaſe 
of the fairhfwll, as the Egyptians againſt the increaſe of the 1ſra- 
elites; for none can hinder the ixcreaſe of the Church, bur they 
that hinder Goa from pouring out his Spirs: ; and according to 
the mca/wre of Gods pouring forth the Spirit, is and mult be the 
increaſe of the Church, in deſpite of all the oppoſition of the 
world, 


And chus much touching the firſt promiſe of the Churches 
Increaſe. | 


Now in the words I read to you, the Lord comes to averher 
promiſe : ſo that the Lord becauſe of the Churches weakneſſe, 
addes oxe promile to axotherz and theſe promiſes are nothing bur 
the out-goings and manif- fations of his love, through the word 
Chriſt. But to look more neerly upon the words, 


 Verlſ, 11. Oh thou afflifea, 


Affisition 1n the world doth ſo inſeparably attend the Church, 
that che Church even takes its d:»6m#inaticy from it, Oh thes 
aſflifted, The condition of the Church, is awaffi:ed condition, 
For the Chxrch being born of God, and borne of the Spirit, is 
pur into a dire cortrariety to the world, which is borne of the 
fleſh, and is alſe of its father the devil, And fo the whole world 
is malignant againſt the faithfull ane ſpiricuall Church .; and aft 
that are not regenerate, ſet their faces, yea their hearts and their 
hands againſt the Saixts ; and the wnregenerate world is againſt 
the regenerate, and the carvall world againſt the ſpirituall, and 
the /infull werld againſt the righreens ; and all the people and na- 
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tione in the world, are againſt that prople and »ariov, which the 
Apoſtle cals, a holy nation, and a pecattar people, Es 

As the.world cannot endure God in himſelfs. ſo neither 
can it endure God tn the Saints, and ſo the more God dwells in 
the Saints, the more doth the world afflift the Saints : for they 
oppoſe not the faichfull for any thing of fl:Þ and bloud in them, 
bar becauſe that fleth and bloud of. theirs, is the habitation of 
God, and the very preſence of God himſelfe is there, as he faith, 
1 will dwell in them, and walke in them. Agreeable to this, is thar 
of Chriff, where he fſaich, Al this ſhall they dee to yon for my 
Names ſake ; that is, when the Name of Chriſt is called upon 
us and we are taken into his- Name, that is, into his righteoul- 
ncfle, and life, and truth, and wifcdome, and holinefle, and into 
his Natere, which comprehends all this ; then, when the world 
perceives the Name of God in the Sons of men, and the naryre 
of God in the natares of men, then preſently they fall a perſe- 
cuting the Saints, for this Nawe and Natnres lake : and hethar 
ſtrikes at God in his Saints, would if he could firike at God in 
kimſelfe, And therefore let the world take heed what they doe 
12 this point ; for while they perſecare the Saints, they are found 
fiebrers againlt Ged himſelfe, becauſe God is one with them, and 
they are one with God in Chrift, And'let 'the Seints be admo- 
niſhed ſo to hide and retire themſctves'into God through Chriſt, 
that whoever 1s an eney tO them, and oppoſes thew, may rather 
be an enemy to Ged, and oppoſe God then them, they living and 
aRing in God, and not in themſelves. on 

Now this affli:#;n the Church meets with in the world, is 
profitable for the Charch ; -it is good for ir, that ir ſhould be af- 
fluted : for the more it 1s afflicted in the fl:, the more it thrives 
in the Spirit: this affliction tirres us up to the exerciſe of our 
faithand prayer ; yea, then is our faith molt active and viger- 
4s, and our prayers molt fervent, till chey fill the whole heavens 
3g4n ; then are we moſt in the uſe of the Y/ord; then' are we 
{ct off furtheſt from the world ;, then do we keep cloſelt to Goa; 
then have we ncereſt intercourſe and communion with him :. {o 
that we could better want fire, and water, and the ſunne, then. 
want affl:ct#2y, which God out of his meer leve, through his 
over-ruling power and wiſedome, cauſcs'to work unto us for goo. 
| B3 o: 
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q ll So that we who are placed.in the hand of Chriſt, are {et in ſuch: 
q a condition, wherein nothing can do us any harme for ever, but. 
i evill it ſc\fe muſt work good unto us. But we proceed. 


- 


—_— 
- if Tofſed with Tempeſt. 


Where wee ſez that the Chrrch is not onely «fflicred,. but vi- 
olently afflicted 3 ove Wave comes againſt it after awoth:r, as in a 
| tempeſt ; and the mere ;riz#all the Church is, the more doth 
| the world become as a raging ſea againſt it ; becauſe the more 
i ſpiritnall the Church is made, it is ſet in the more contrariery to 
the World , and the world to jr. The Pſalmiſt deſcribes this rem- 
'H ; per in the world againſt the Church z They came upon mee like a 

A. ramping and a roaring Lyon : And againe, They came upon me to 
oh eat up Wy fleſh a4 they Would eat bread. When the Saints have 
I appeared in the Spirie, and ated in the Spirit, how wiolewe and 
- Fi enraged hath the, world been againſt them ? It would zofſe them 
L | as in a tewpeſt from place to place, from poſt to pillar ; as they 
d i; ſay, till it hath quite toſt them ont of the world, Yea, men na- 

th ' turally weckand moder ate, how fierce have they become againſt 

Si the Saints, when there hath appeared any glorious diſcoveries of 
Chriſt in them ? For the enmity that is in the {ced of the Serpent 
againſt the ſecd of the woman, will be {till breaking forth: And 
+" though it may fer a time be covered under many morall verines, 
$i and a form of goalineſſe, yet when God leaves them to them- 
ſelves, and lets them act oxtwardly according to their inWard 
f principles, how cruelly, and maliciouſly, and fiercely, and de- 
Mk {perately do they aft againſt. the Saints of God ? Yea, there is 
-h- not that enmity between Txrk and ew, as there is between car- 
& i xall Goſpelters, and fpirituall Chriftians ; the former hating theſe, 
Wii and being avgry againſt theſe to the very dearh, And when ever 
the Lord thall ſufter theſe to exerciſe their enmity againſt the 


Charch, then ſhall the Churckes condition become 1uch as it is 
here deſcribed,afflicted and 10 [ed with tempeſt. 


And uot comfori-d, 


The Charch of God in all the evi/l it meets withall in the 
| | | world, 
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world, hath not one drop of comfort from the world: it hath 
afflition, tribulation, perſecution,from the 1vorld, but no rem- 
ort. x. | 

/ This we ſee in Chriſt the Head ; you know what he ſuffered 
in the world in the dayes of his fleſh ; he was defpiſed and rejefted 
of men, and ſo full of ſorroWs, that he rook his name from them, 
and was called 4 man of ſorrows, and arqguainted With griefe : At 
laſt, out of meer exvie and malice, they apprehrnaed him, bornd 
him, b«ffeetedhim,ſþit on him, crucified him : andall this wonld 
have been but a /mzall matter to have ſuffered from the Heathen , 
but hee ſuffered all this from the onely wifible Church of God in 
the World, who put him to the molt painfull and ſhameful death 
of the Croſle, berween tWo malefactors, to bear the world in 
hand that he was the zhira and the chiefe, And in aff this evill he 
had nobody to pirrty him, or have compathon on him ; but they 

laughed at him, and derided him, and mocked and jeered him ; but 
10 bod y comforted him. = 

And as it was with Chriſt the Head, ſo it is with Chrift the 
boay and mmbers ; they in all the evils, and woes, and ſorrows, 
and oppoſitions, and: perſecutions they have from the world; 
have no body to comfort them, or take compaſhon on them. 
Refuge fail-d me ( {aith David ) no man cared for my ſawle, Lover 
and friend haſt thou pnt farre from me, and mine acquaintance into. 
darkneſſe, \aith Heman,Pal.88.18, 

Brethren and Beloved, ye that are partakers of the heavenly 
calling and of the d5vine nature, it ever the Lord ſuffer the world 
to-prevail againſt you, to affli® you, and rofſe you from one evill 
to another as ina tempeſt, to xeproach you throw you out of your 
comforts, baniſh you, impriſon you, &c. you {hall finde ns body to 
comfort you ; no body will take notice of yon, or regard you, or 
own you,0t pitty you,or be ſo [exf4le of your condition;as to ſay, 
Alas my brether. 


You muſt look for- affi:i@io» 1n- the World, but yon muſt 


| look for no comfors there. When God ſhall caſt us into ſo: « 


rows. and ſuferings, let us not look for one Werldly man to ſtand 
by us, no not of thoſe that now /wile upon us, and pretend 


friendſviy to us; no nor yet of our neer relations ; but then that 


thall be fulfilled, / was a ſtranger tomy brethren , an alien to my 


moth: rs 
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mothers children, Nay yet further; they that are Weak or world- 
ly Chriſtians, will ftagd aloct from thee, and will be ſhye 
to OWN, and countenance, and encourage, and comfort thee- 
publizely. The diſciples of Chriſt, when he was led to the 
Croſſe, they all for/cok him, and fl-d, and left him to tread the 
Wizc-prefſs alone. And ſo it you tuffer in the rightecs/xeſſe and 
es”! God, you ſhall find little comfort from men. O thou 
afflict:d, toſſed With tempeſt, and not comforted. 

Now this the Lord doth in mach preycy to his Saints; 
he leaves them deſticute of earthly comfort, that they may look 
for heavenly; he leaves them deftitute of al{ comfort from mer, 
that they may look for comfort from God alone. And therefore 
when thou arc brought into ſuch a caſe, to be «f:ed and not 
comforted, lift up thy heart to God, and expe al! from him, 
Saith Chrilt,Foh. 16, The world ſhall bate you and perſcente you, 
and ſhall put you out of their {ynageguer, and ſhall kill you; and in 
deing all this, {hall think they 4s God good ſervice: Bur,faith he, [ 
Well [end you the comforter, Chriſt knew well enough, that a- 
mong all theſe evils, they ſhould have no Comforter on earth, 
and therefore promiſes to ſend them one from heaven. 

And therefore when thy ſexl is placed in «ff{ition, never 
look after any earthly. or ſenſual, or creature-comforts, for they 
will prove poiſon to thy ſoul; but only leok for heavenly com- 
forts, [ſuch as the Spirie brings, ſuck as flew immediately from 
God; for theſe arc pure, and /weer, and mixed, and refreſhing, 
and /xpporting,and /atisfying, and enduring comforts; comforts 
that are able to make thee yejojce, not only in fwllneſſe, bur in 
Wants; not only among freinds, but in the midſt of exemirs; 
not only in good report, but in evil report; not only in proſpe- 
rity, but in triblations; not only in life, but in drach: they 
will make thee go S»gzng to priſon, to the Croſle, to the grave: 
they are mighty comforts, infinitely ſtronger then all the ſorrows 
of the fl: and hence it is that many Saints and Martyrs 
have gone cheerfally to the flake, and ſung in the very flames: 
2 cemforts of God in their ſouls, have ſtrengthned them to 
' CAIS. 

Thou art a #ehevey, and in ion with Chriſt, never 
doubt of this comfort in thy greateſt ſorrows. When _ 
| ad , 
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had »oxe to ſtand by him and comfort.him, God ſent a» Angel 
from heaven-to doit :: And 1ſo when we are left aleze in the 
world, rather theti we ſhall waz: comfort, God will ſend us an 
Angel from heaven, to comfort us ; yea,the Spirit it ſelf, which is 
preater then all the Angels in heaven ; and we ſhall certainly be 
comforted by God, when we are afflifted and toſſed With tempeſt, 
ana not comforted by men. BD 


Behold, T will lay thy foxes With fair colonre, &c. 


The Lord ſeeth the Church in its affliction, without all com 
fort in the world,and then the Lord comes and comforts it hims- 
felfe ; and this he doth by a promiſe. They are the ſweeteſt com- 
forts, that are bronght to us in the promiſes, The promiſes are the 
ſwadling-clothes of Chriſt, they carry Chriſt wrapt up in them; 
andChriſt repreſented to the Church,hath been the comfort of it, 
in all its evils outward or inward, MENT INE 

And therefore Whatever aftjiftion takes hold on thee, have 
recourſe to the promiſes, to draw. thy comforts from Chriſt 


through theyy, Oh how /Weet is that life that is led in the pro- 


miſes | alifeled in the promiſes, 1s the beſt life in the world. 
Men that have eftates in money or land, depend on thoſe things 
for their maintenance ;z. but a Chriſtian may have little or no- 
thing of theſe in the world, but he hath a promiſe, which is a 
thonſand times better, and makes his life more comfortable : 1 
am God All-ſufficient ; and, 1 wilt not faile thee nor for/ake thee : 
whereupon he comes to this reſolution, The Lord # my portion, 
ſaith my ſoute, I Will traſt in him. Oh how ſweet a life is ths life, 
that knows no cares, nor feares, nor troubles, nor diſquiitments ; 
here, faith a believer, lies my eftate, and living, _ the lot of 
mine inheritance, and this is a thouſand times better and more 
certaine eſtate, then all the Manners and Lordſhips in the King- 
dome : for, my bread ſhall be given me, my waters ſhall be ſure ? 
The Lord # my ſhepheard, and I ſpall not Want ; no not then, when 
\ the Lioxs ( the great men of the Kingdome, to whom every 
Poor Man iS 4 Prey ) ſhall lacks and ſaffer hunger, He that hath 
given me his owne Nature and Spirit, will not leave me deſtituce 
of foed and clothing. do 
C Take 
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"Take another inftance. A man feeling the birrerneſſe of af- 
fiRion to fleſh and bloud, is ready to thinke, Oh how ſhall I 
ever be able to ſafer this or that, or to part with my relations, 
with my eflare, with my /fe, and all that is »eay and dear unto 
me? Why when a Chriſtian lays hold on the promiſe, God ©« 


faithſull, and will not ſuffer ns to be tempted above that Which we 


are able, O, faith a Chriſtian, God will never bring me to any 
tempration or t:#all, but he will give me ſtrength proportionable 
to it, or above it : and ſo lives [atisfied with the truth, and good. 
nefle, and power of God. And thus you ſee in theſe inſtances 
that a /ife led in the promiſes, is the [weeteſt and beſt lite ; when 
a man can draw all from God himsſelfe, through a promiſe. 

And this in generall, That God comforts his Church by 4 


promiſe, 


But to come more particularly to the words. 


Behold, 1 will lay thy ftones with faire colours, and lay 
thy foundations with Saphires, 
Verſ. 12. And 1 will make thy windows of Agates aud 


thy gates of Carbwncles, and all thy boraers of 
pleaſant ſtones. 


The promiſe relates to the Spirizuall Church of the New 


| Teftament : and this you ſhall obſerve, is oft in Scripture com- 


pared to a bnil/ding, and that to a moſt ſtately, ſumptuous, mag- 
nificent and glorious building ; as being all built of precio 
ſtones, and ſo mare gloriows then the firſt Temple, which was 
built up of comn'on ſtones: . and it was propheſied that the 
glory of the ſecond Temple fhould farre exceed the glory of the 
frft. The fir Temple was Solomons, which was indeed filled 
with the outward preſence of God ; but the /econd Temple is 
the huwanity of Jeſus Chriſt, or, the fl-ſs of Chriſt, both head 
and members : this is the living Temple of the living God, the 
Temple that God hath built by his Spirir, for his owne habitati- 
on ; wherein God awels truly , really , ſpiritually, and moſt 
neerly , by the way of the moſt »:er nnion, whereby God and 
the creatare are Knit together : and this Spiricaell Temple is 


more 


delivered in an Expoſition 0x Iſai. 54. 


more g/orioxs then the firſt material one, cither according to: 
the firf# edition of it by Solomon, or the ſecond edition of it by 
the Fathers, in the days of Cyrus, Darins, and eArtax= 
CY XCS. 
| Here then you ſee, that the Lord promiſeth to build np 
the Church of: the New Teftamert, with ſtones of fair colours, 
with precioss ſtones.I wil not ſtand to enquire particularly into 
the natures of the ſeveral ſtons here namea; for the Fews them- 
ſelves do not fully agree about them. It ſhall be fatkicient for 
us ry attain to the meaning of the Spirit in this place, and that 
is this, 
* That the Spiritual Church of the New Teſtament, -is not to 
be built withcommon, but with precious ſtones. 
Now the full ſenſe of theſe words I ſhall give you forth in (e. 
yeral particulars. 
' 1, You fec here the matter of which the Church of the New 
T e#tament is made, and that is not of common, but of precions 
ſtones; ele and precious ſtones; and ſuch as are the faithfull: 
For, 

I. They havea more excellent nature then other men 
have: for they are borne of God, and ſo partake of the nature 
of God; and ſo in this ſenſe may be ſaid to come forth from God, 
as the child from the father: and the Lord Jeſus did not more 
truly partake of the nature of wwe, then theſe doe partake of - 
the nature of God; and therefore ſaith Peter, Great and preci-: 
Ons promiſes are made to ns, that We fhould be partakers of the di- 
vine nature, Others have only the nature of wen in them, or 
which is worſe, the natur: of the devil: bur the Faithfull, have, 
;n them the »atare of God communicated ts them through a 
neW birth. | 

2, They have a more excell:xt ſpirit then others have; as it 
was ſaid of Danie/ that there was a more excellent ſpirit found 
with him, then with all the other Wiſe men. Now the exce/- 
lacy of each creature is according to the ſpirie of it: but the 
Saiats have the Spirit of God, even the Spirit of the Father 
and the Sox dwelling in them; they have the ſame Spirie of 
God dwelling/in their fleſh, as Chriſ# had gong 11 his 
fleſh; ſo that the very Spirit of Goa, is: found in rhe , 
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and therefore they are more glorious then the. reſt 'of the 


world. F Dr icky hes hn 
3. They have a more excellert luſtre then other men, One 
thing that appertainesto the excellexcy of precious ſtones, is the 


luftre of them. Now this /#ſtre in the faithfull, is, the glory of 


God upon them :; The Lord fhall ariſe upon thee. ,:and hu glory 
fhall be ſeene pen thee, faith Iſaiah, Ghap. 60. And Pax! faith, 
wee all beholding as'in 4 glaſſe the glory of the Lord, are changed 
into the ſame image from glovy to glory , even as by the Spirit of the 
Lerd, So that as Chriſt was taken into the- glory of the F ther , 


ſo are we taken into the glory of Chriſt , as he faith, Joh. 17. 
Ard the glery which thou gaveſt me, I have. given them: for the 


b:ad and members are taken into the ſame gloryaccording to their 
proportion, i 
4. They have more excelent operations ; for the faithfull are 
not ſuch precious ſtones that are onely for Þ:W , but they alſo 
| havefome verrue inthem, even the verywerrues of Jeſus Chrilt: 
for they having the ſame Natrre and Spirit of God as he had, 
areable according to the meaſure of the gift of Chriſt to do the 
ſame Works that he did : and fe the Saints are excellent in the ope= 
rations of faith, hope, love, humility, meekxe fſe, patience, tempee 
raxce, heavenly mindeancfſe, &c, And in this regard alſo are more 
precious then the reſt of the world. Ani therefore the Lord 
calls them his Jewels, 1 the day Wherem 1 make wp my jewels : and 
elſewhere they are: called the preciozs Sons of Sion, The people 
of God are a moft preciozs people, men and 'woinen of a pre- 
cionus aneinting ; though fome wicked aud ſcutrilous: libellets 
againſt.the ſpirituall Church will not allow them this name z 
but (according to the anointirg they have received from Sa- 


than ) repreach it, And yet {till it is a rrmth, that the gates of 
Lell ſhall not prevaile againft, Thar the truly faithfoll are pre- 


ciors ftones in. the building of the Church, partaking of the 
at and Spirit of God , and of the /uftre and 9p:rarion of 
OlN,:. +! | 1H 
Whereas, on the contrary, other people are the vi/- of rhe 
earth, he true filth and off ſcouring of all things; Pſalm. 15 .. in 
Whoſe ioye8' a. ile perſon 14 contemned 5.4 man that is a _naturall 
man,'z finfull and unregenerate'man; who hath no other _na- 


tnre 
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4re in him, but that gorx-p; nature he brought into theryyortd,- 
though in this preſent world he may be a4Genilemeny. or a 
Knight, or a Noble-man, or a King, yetin the eyes of God and 
his Saints, he is but a wils per/on; and a poore meane Chriſtian 
that earns his bread. by hard labour, is a thoulind times more 
precious and excellent then he, accerding ro the.judgement. of 
God and his Word... me ay gin geo, 
And thus much for the fi thing, The matter of which 
the Church of the New Tettament is made, and that. is 
of precioxs ſbones. Ch NE: 
2, Now thenexthing obſervable; 'is the artery of theſe. 
precious ſtones, For the ſpmituall Church is not built; pp of 
precious ſtones of oxe ſort onely , nor all of Saphires, or. all of. 
Agares, or all of Carbuycles ; but. of .all thſe, beth iSaphires,: 
Agates, Carbuncles, and many other precious ſtones of faire co» 
lowrs. «+. EE CO LF 3 ER ET T1 bot -! 
And this notes the diverſsty of gijts 1n the: Saints of: God. 
For though all of them are precious tones, yet they areof ajiver- 
ſity of colours, and luſtre, aad operations; *And this alſo makes 
tor the greater glory of the Church : for the wariery of luſtre 
addes to the beauty and- 0rnemext of it, In.the- body ;of 4. man, 
there is not pxe member, but many. If- che body were all but oxe 
member, .it would be but a lmpe of fleſh; but the variety -of 
members, with their ſeveral/ gifts and operations, are the glory 
of the body. And fo it is in the Chnrch, the Bogy of Jeſus 
Chriſt, wherein are azvers members, with arverſsty of gifts and 
operations,excellently ſer forth by Paxl, 1 Cor.1 2.4, &C, Now 
there are diverfity of gifts, but the ſame Spirit: And thereare:dif- 
ferences of adminiftrations, but the ſame Lord: and there are ai- 
verſitics of operations, but it zs the ſame Goa that worketh all in 
all, Bat the manifeſtation of the. Spirit, 4 given to every one to- 
profit withall : For te one 14 given by the Spirit the word of Wiſe» 
dome, to arother the word of knowkdge hy the ſame Syiris ; to ano- 
ther faith by the ſame Spirit ; to another the gift of, healing by, the 
ſame Spirit : to another the morking of miracles, to an0tber prophes- 
cie , $0 another diſcerning 'of-Þirits ; to anorſer divers: kindes: of 
rogues, to another interpretation of thyguer, but alh$beſt.vork- 
erh that. one and the ſame. Spirit , —_ ta entry. mamſcoctally jo | 
+ 7 
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he will.Here you ſee, are diverſity of gifts,and adminiſirations, 
and operations in the Faithfull; but all proceed from one and the 
ſame Spirit: and whatſoever gift proceeds from the Spirit, - 
there is an exCellent b:auty,a heavenly [»ſfre in it. 

And therefore labour co diſtinguiſh between thoſe gifts 
that are conararall to thee, and flow from thy own ſpirit, and 
thoſe gifcs that are ſ#pernateral, and flow from Gods Spirit. In 
all the operations of thine own ſpirit, in all thy natwrall abilirier, 
parts, Wiſd.m:, learning, attings, there is nothing but »»glor1- 
onſneſſe, deformity, darkn:(ſe, death, how ſpecious ſoever they 
mayappear to the world:but in the gifts and operations that flow 
from Goas Spirit, there is a heavenly beanty, and luſtre, and glo- 
ry; yea even in Weak Chriſtians that are erwe Chriſtians, you 
{hall oft fee and diſcern an excellexit beawty in ſome gift or other, 
which they have received from the Spirit; which ſhines not 
forth ſo cl:arly in ſome. frexger Chriſtians, And therefore let us 

not expect all gifts in all mex, and that every man ſhould excecll 

in every Fift; for then one would be ſaying to another, I have 

xo need of thee, But God hath given diverſity of gifts to divers 

Saints, that each may acknowledge ſomething in another, which 

he hath not himſelf, and may reckon his perfettion to lic in his 

' rnion and commumien with them; that ſo the Communion of 

Saints may be kept up in the world, in deſpight of the world. 

One Chriſtian hath the gift of Faith, another the gift of Pray- 

TOS er, another the gift of wtreraxce in preaching,another the gift 
\ 19 of courage, another the gift of meekenefſe, and the like, and no 
man hath «4/{elvngs inchimelt, that every man in the ſight of his 

/ own Wants may be kept humble. And this is a glorioxs thing in 
_/ this b»ilding, that the luſtre of each ſtone addes to the luſtre of 
all; and the luſtre of a/{is communicated te each ſtone: an\J fo 

m the Spiriczal building, what one hath from the Spirit, it is 

for all;what all have, is for each one. If thou haſt the gift of 
#terance wi the miniftration of the Spirit, it is to build up mc; 

if 1 have the ſpirit of prayer, it commends thee as carefully to 

| God as my ſelf: one watches over another, as over his own 

' ſoul; and if gny be Wea, the ſtrong ſupport them; if any be 
 donbtfull, they that have the gift of knowledge dire8& them: If 

\ ene be t rorblea, the reli morrn with him; if'one be comforted, 
the 
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the reſt yejozce with him ; and they are all ſo linked rogerter in 
the body of Chriſt , that the good and evill of ove extends to 
all, Where thou canft finde ſiach another communion, there joyn 
thy (elf : but if chis bee the oxely excellent communion in the 
world, who would not willingly joyn himfſelfe to that fpiritwall 
people, where no man calls his grace kzs own, but all gifts are 
in c0,2m0n among all, every one having a ſhare 1n the fatth, hope, 
love, prayer, peace, joy, wiſdome, ſtrength of all, andall having a 
ſaare, in theſe gifts and graces, that are-i» eny oxe? And thus 
muck for the diverftty of the ſtones, as well as the preciowſneſſe of 
them, 


3. Tke'third thing that reveales the ſenſe of the words, is to. 


obſerve, that this /piritxall building of the Church of the New 
Teftament is made up all of precious tener, without any mixture 
of common ſtones ; is made up of Saphires, Agates, Carbuncl.s ; 
and addes, And all thy borders of pleaſant ſtones. | 
Here then muſt be no zingling of the preciows and the vile, 
the holy and the profane, the farrbfull and the wnbeliever, the fpiri- 
txall and the carnall ; but «// muſt be preciows. If a man had a 
Jewel that had here and there only a precious Foxe in. it,and all 
the reſt common pebbles, there would be no great glory in ſuch 
a Jewel ; but the common ſtones. would take oft from the /xftre 
of the preczams ones : And ſo the: Chutch is Gods Jewel in the 
world, and it muſt be made up onely of precious ſtones, as .you 
" here.. And where are their eyes, that perceive not 
this ? : | 
There be ſome that talke much againſt New Dofrine, which 
is the o/d reproach of the Goſpel ; but ſurely, there was never 
»ewer Doctrine then this, That the Spirieuall Church 'of the 
New Teftament, ſhould be made up of all the People that live ina 
Kingdom ; and that all that are born in ſuch a Nation, ſhould ns- 
ceſſarily be ſtones for the building wp the New Feruſalems.. This is 
anew DoGrine indeed, which neither the Old northe New Te- 
ſtament ownes ; but was conveycd into the world by the ſpirit 
of Axtichrift, For God doth not now make any People, or 
kinred,or Nation his Chareh ;but gathers his Church out of eve- 
xy people,and kinred,and nation :. and none can be ſores of this 
buildirſg, but thoſe that are firſt elefFz. andafter made precious, 


through: 
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through a xeW birth, and the gift of the Spirit. And this Do« 
arine the Yord will Juſtifie againſt the world ;. for Pax! writing 
to the Chnrches of Epheſi and Corinth,&c.doth he mean all the 


people that lived at Epheſiss or Corinth? No, but the faithful and 


cle children by adoption, Saints by calling ; and ſaith,So it was 
meet for him to judge of them all. And if any were miftaken for 
a Saint that was »oxe, ſurely he carried himſclfe very /ke one ; 
he was outwardly in reps clothing,or he had not beenreckon- 
ed among the flocke:and fo if a fone be taken into this building, 
that is not rr#1y precious, Yet it 1s fo /ite one in ſhew and co- 
ler, that it can hardly be diicerned to be other, but by a very 
s&ilfll Lapidary. And indeed ſuch a miſtake there may be in 
Chriſts Kingdome here, that a few counterf-ie {tones may be ta- 
ken up among many preciex ones : Þut that is the miſtake of a 
falſe Charch, where a thon/and counterfeit ones are taken in for 
one truly precious ; wherein for exe faithtull Chriſtian, tkere are 
w4ny tormalifts, and many more profane. This is not ſuch a 
building the Prophet ſpeakes of; for this is af of ele(t and precious 
Kones., Burt T'cannot enlarge on theſe things, becauſe this exer- 
ciſe I intend chiefly as an Expoſition : onely I will addeſone or 
two things more, touching this particular, and ſo go on, 

I. It the Church of. the New Teſtament is to be built al of 
precious ſtones, what a- building is that, where the onely care is, 
to keep theſeTtones out of the building, 'leſt by their g/ory and 
Iuftre they ſhould darken the reſt ? 

2, Conſider, when the Church ſhall be built up all of ſuch 
precious ſtones, what a g/or#ou5 Church will that be, when the 
glory of the Ford thall ſhine forth in every Rone of this build- 
ing ? how will there be then glory xpen glory, till the glory of the 
Church firlt darkey, and then pxr oxt all the glory of the world? 

3. Conſider, what great enemies they are to the rr#e and na- 
tsve glory of the Church, that would have every man in a King- 
dome a- member: of the ' Church, 'and would have thoſe taken 
into the flocke, that are none of Chriſts ep; and thoſe taken 
into the Church of God, that are not' of God ; and would gather 
up any foxes to'make'up this Temple of God.' Theſe are the men 
that would keep off thoſe glorious things from being falfiled 
the Church, whichare Þokex of it, © ay 

TY 4. Wee. 


delivertd in an Expoſition on Tlai. 54. 
4.We are to take notice, who is the builder of ſuch a ſtru- 
Qare as this, all made up of pretious ſtones: and you fhall 
finde in the word, that the builder and maker of it ir God. 
I will doe it, ſaith the Lord, behold, I will lay thy tones 
with faire colours, and I will lay thy foundations with 
Saphires,and I will make thy windowes of Aggates;'it is all 
Gods Worke from the- beginning to te end, For who can build 
unto God a living temple to dwell in but kimſcife? This 
the prophet ſpeakes plainly, where he ſaith, che man Whoſe 
name is the branch, he ſoall build tht tcmple of the Lord 
even he ſhall build it, It lies in the power of »o man, to 
make ſuch a building as this is; what Wi/aand woefu!l work 
do wen make, when they will undertake co be building 
the Church, by their 8%v»e humane Wiſedowme and prudence 
and conncell? when they think, we will have the Church of 
God thas and thus; and we will make-it up of /»ch and 
ſ#cb men; arid we will govern it, by ſuch and ſuch LaWes: and: 
we will get the power of the Magiſtrate to back ewrs;& then 
what we cannot do by the power of the word & Spirie,we wil 
do by the power of fl:/s and blood: Poore men! that think that 
theſe new heavens wherein the Lord will dwell, muſt be the 
work of their ewn fingers - or that'the' #ew /eru/alem muſt.of 
neceflity come out of the fſembly,which is to. come down from 


"> God ont of heaven; or that they can build the houſe of God all 


of py2rsows ſtones, whereas this muſt be Gods own work and his 
own doing; and no State or Coxncel in the: world can bring 
this about; and after much eyyel{ and paines aud wearineſe 
the Lord will at laſt reach his owy, that the gathering and 
laying the;e pretions ftones together, muſt be the Lords one 


doinggven his own doing, HE COIL. No; 
When the building of the Church is left to:wewhow wo-- 
fully is it mannaged? why ſaith ne, we muſt needs admit 
ſuch an one, he is the cheefe man in the Parith, or he is a man 
of good eFteem in the world, or he is « Nob/t manor he is my. 
neere-kin{man, - or is” thus and: thus rel/ared. to me, or 
he is a good civillfaire. dealing: man, and we muſt-neceds ad-. 
mic him; and chus-wwill- feſb ade blood::bee- ever inlaks: 
ing a. caraall temple for Ig ts dwell iy but Gods: 


rae 


b 


Yo ah £82 LAL 


0, 
5 
; 

1 


— — — —— 
—- - - 

2 —_— 
- _ _ 


—_— 
—= 
E AE - of 
CCC 


g— - = - —_— 
- © © at”; - 
—_ . < Sos Aa cwtu <u_o 
— — 
— 
—_— — _—_ 


_ — - 
—— 4 
_ 
_— 
— - 


8 LOA RIES WPT-A!DLCAALE. 6-0) in 


_ 
_ —_—_— — ———— ——— ————— 
- A nw a 
P ——— 
— — 2 OPoiAT, = 
- > - 
= <= — — —- 


5 nl edt; Arete. SITY ot te 
« __ = i Pe - - = 


- 
. = 
- —— = - — — — - —_ p_ 
_ — —  —  - -— —— — - 


18 * 


The buitd ing 4d S419 of the Spiritgull C arch, 


true babdtatian, can never-bedramed but by the Spirit, 
:And1herefore, for the building of the-C hurchyler us look 


higher then the bigh:ſt inſtruments; for it mult be the Lords 


en work, by the Word and Spirit: and though ev:ry wan be 
againſt it, aad oppoſe it, yet the Lord will doe it; when 
there are »o hands to build it up, he will build it up Withowr 
hasds; I will lay thy ſtones with,&c. It follows 


verſ. 13. And thy children, ſpall be taught of the 
Lors,and great fhall be the peace of thy children. 


| « See here how the prophet: by the Spirit carries. up the 
Saints above all viſible and ſenſible things, even as high as 
God himſelfe; God (faith he to the Church) {hall bxi/d thee 
and: God (hall egach thee; all. thy..children ſhall be taught of. 
the Lord. The:note is thisz, That all the trus and, genuine. 
children .of \the Church hav4 Gods own. teaching, in all the 
things uf. God; they have the Father, and the Sore, to teach 
them by the Spirit. This truth Chrilt, himſelfe.confirmes 
where he ſaith; '/r fs Wrigttn that. they ſhall. be all tanght of 
Giz;hs therefore 1h at heard avid exrnedyf my fathry commeth to. 
zo./\Andagaine, the ſpirit when te is compete; ſhall lead you into 
alltruth;NV hich dodtrine: Jojn after preached thus, 1 Tok. 2 27 
The' ariinting which ye have received of him abideth in 30x, as.d 
Je ned not thet any max fronld teach yougbrt:as the ſarxe.. anoint- 
ipg tebcherh jon ak things; de on 

« \» Hereby.:now. we perctives. how frw tra children of the, 
Churek -there be, autong;4heſe who are commonly called: 
Chriftions; for anobg all thtfe, how few are there-who have 
the teaching of God? bart moſt have theyr reaching 'only from. 
moyangatdigher. loin Doo nn dong | 

:: Conlider'cheretore- I: pray; whether, the: &now/edge you 
have be-froin- the teaching of God,ot the teaching of man; 
you ul pretere: to: know: that Chriſt is the Son of thediving 
Gegd, and -zhar. redemption: aud falyation js by: kim: alone; 
bus. bbw.me ye by: this. kaowlddget. dis yoh rad it in 
rhe: Jatter?; or:did. ſome. body+ze/l;;you fa? 28; hathi God 
bimfelfe taught you this? For woman kaoves the Some bat. 
5% 8 the 
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delivered in ay Expoſition on T[ai. 54. 
the Father and he to whom the Father will reveale him; and 


therefore when Pere#aid; rhsmart Chriff the Son of the li FoAnp 
God, Chriſt anſwered; "fEſh Whid bled lakh not tary ht thobrbys,. 


but'my Father which ts in hiaven. And fo though alk of youpre- 


feſſe your ſelves Chriſtiane, yet none of you knowChriſt Mouly | 


but only ſuch as are tavghe of the Farh:r.And this holds in all 
other pounts, as rouching calling, and faith, and wor, arid 
Juſtification, and ſanctification, and the gift" and ſedlingof plis- 
Spirit, roaching'* the [Firitwall*K ingdome of Chrift 'an# rhe 
Government of it ; oh: conſider, whether you have the reaching 
of Godin theſe things or no; and if. you have not the tea- 
ching of God , you are none of the childrenof the Church ; 
what ever: whth thou ktoweft from: the-/trrer; if thow kalh 
not the reaching of the Spirit, it will doe thee no good: >\phout 
knowelt” not-any thing ſpiirwally and” ſavisely, Whetcin 
thou haft not the reaching of Gotl. A8 thy chai org gs w 
taught of thi Lord. . 
"Ard theref6r&what a Gd thing is i, whe w"m_ Kolefor 
their tod#hiniy no farther ther! me#? they bnely Ieblc'ts rhe 
Minifter, or to ſuch an able, learned, Orthodox many as they 
phraſe it; or at-the Higheſt -to the eAfſcmbly }-and: ' what 
they ſhall teach them, hty are reſolved to farndby it, and 
baitdwpoivit, for their fomnidation in-the: wed: rhmene- 
ver regatding: in eur; the revebdogvF Godt bias ſay} whit 
can ſo many grave, learned, godly men, erre? andWalkrior 
wee believe what they \drtermive? why ow thele arenone 
of the children of the ſpiriexall Church ; for they neither 
have Gods teaching, nor care fot 1 it; but the [ptriz#al Church 
is all taughrof Gods > br RL AA 

Object. But you will ſay - doth God reach , Without 
meanes?. 
© Anſw, 1 anſwer nos - God teacherh, bur iv is by the 
word; ard that chieflyein the "Atinitfy of. #48 hee that 
prererdto bed tamyiabt God Wilkiatichs Word, idhot 
caubhE 6f God! bit of the TeVit;* And" dheteforL nic tit 
is to 10 fe the Miniltfy of the Wotd, Whichis* Gods Wk 
Ordinance; and-to depend uparr* 1 kriow nat whit roud/2fL 
bir and Ms. aaa the- Foe; ; erg! reach] 
- his 
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his children by the word and none without it, And therefore 
it-1$ noi the Prophets meaning, when he ſaith all. thy children 
faalt be tangbt of the Lota, that they ſhould neg/ef und deſpiſe 
the #ord,and the Miviſtry of it; but that we otght ſo »/e the 
Word and the meancs, as not to look for our teaching from 
them, bur from God himſelfe in and through them ; and when 
you come to heare, not to think, I will heare what Mr. /xch 
an oxe, or Mr. ſuch one Will ſay, but with the Pfalmiſt, / wil 
hear what the Lord God Will ſay. And truly, I would not care 
to heare what any mas in the world would ſay, in whom 

Chriſs himſelfe did not ſpeak. $ 
Now much more might be ſaid of this teaching of God 
( but that Lincend brevitie in all ) as namely , that this tea- 
- Is a clear and evident teaching, that you ſhall have cer- 
rainty in what you ard taught: and fhall be ſo caught of God 
no m4, or Angel fhall be able to wnteach you againe. 
2; Jr igantywers teaching though by-the ontward Word ; 
reaching -toith;2 inward ſole and ſþirit, to the hidden man of 

' the heart, -- Be | 

\ 3. Itisa [i xcce(ſefwll teaching : hee /o teaches as men learn ; 
hee that hath heard and learned of my Father ; hearing and 
learning,goe together: hee teaches faith, and wee beleove ; 
humility 3} and WEE. 2kc- Anmble ; patience, , and. wee, ene 
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Bur I cannot galarge any farther in this point; It fol- 
10WES. {. 8 | 


”» - . _- ——_ 


by And great foall be the peace of thy children, . 


That is, when men are taught of God, then there is no- 
thing but peace among thera z when God comes and teacherh 
thee and meand;another, and many,.then. we all agree, be- 
cauſe We, are all tanght of ed, apd: fer. all.rhings: by the 
ſam /{+ght, +306 aprebend all things by the ſame knowledge , 
and. perecive all things by the fame fpiric, becauſe all have 
thedame geaching. And ſo they that are tavght Li 


God, though 
ene comcoptof the Eaftand, angtheroutof the weſf, and 


«6 anQ- 
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another ont of the South, and never had apy former commu- 
nion together, yet they all agree in the ſame truth, and chinke 
and [peake the [me things, and fo there is love and amity and 
peace and w#ity among them, becauſe rhey are_all tayght of 
Goa, and have learned the truth,not as it is in this or that wan, 
or aſſewbly of men, but as it 55 in Jeſus, 

And truly, this is the rr#e ground of all the diFerexces and 
&ſſentions , and heats that are in the Kingdome, at this 
time, fo wit, becauſe ſome are taught of God, and ſome 
are not taught of God, but of men onely : the carnal Church 
is onely taught of ex and gocs no higher ; but the pir- 
tuall Church is truely taught of God, Now they that 
are taught of God, and they that are tanght of men, ſee the 
ſame truths ,. with a great deale of difference, and here- 
pon ariſes the Controverſie and Quarrell ; for one will 
have the trath, as hee ſees it in the /3ghr of God; ano- 
ther will have it, as hee apprehends ic in his owne-fancy-: 
and the gerxall man, will not yeeld to the ſpiriewal/, and the 
fpirituall man canner yeeld 'to the carnal!, Saith one , this 
is the winde of God, and I have learned it from his .owne 
teaching : ſaich another, this is oz the mind of Ged, for ſuch 
a learned Minfter,or Minifters taught me otherwiſe,and fo 
I apprehend it ; and thus as the firſh and /pirs? are contrary, 
ſo are their teachings ;-and.hence' our diviteos and troubles, 
Bue when men are all taught -of God, then they. are all at 
peace one with another, and all. doe agree in the /ubſtance of 
the truth of the Goſpell ; and if ſome do not know the ſame 
things they doe , they .can waite- with patience, till God 
alſo reveale thay unto them ; for they know with all their 
hearts, that they themſelves could never have known thoſe 
things, except God had taught them : and ſo they cannot bee 
angry at others, whom the Lord as yet hath not vouchſated to 
teach ; and fo they are meeke, and gentle towards all. as be- 
ſeemes the ſpirit, as well as at peace ameng. themſelves, 
All thy childyen ſhall be taught of the Lord, and' great ſball bee 
. the peace of thy children; For they know that no man is 
kigher or lower then-another in the Kingdome of God, but 
all are equall in Jeſus Chriſt ; they know that no mag.caa 

D3 | challenge: 
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challenge Chriſt more to himſelfe then another, bur all haye 
equall «tereſt iffhim, and Chriſt is alike neer to all in whom 
he dwels, yea, they all as willingly communicate their own 
things to the brethren, as they themſclves doe partake of 
Ch-ifts things ; and ſo there is nothing byt peace, When men 
know that no man is a»y thing in hinielfe, but every one is 
all that he is in Chrizf : and when men love Chriſt meer] 
for himſelfe, and where they fee oſt of Chriſt, there /ove 
oſt, and if Chriſt be more in another then himſelte, can 
love ſach a one more then himfelfe, not for his owne ſake, 
buc for Chriffs ſake ; then there is nothing but peace. Great ſhal 
be the peace of thy children, SEN 


Verl. t 4. In riehteonſudſe ſhalt thou bee eſtabli- 
ſhed, &c. | 


This ſpirituall Church had need of eſtab&/ament ;- for 
when God hath done all this for it, when he hath þxilric, 
and tawnght it himſclfe, it ſhall not want treuble and oppo- 
for, and contradiction,and perſecution in the world;and there- 
fore it ſtands' in great need of eftabliſoment. But how ſhall 
this be done ? Why ſaith he, ; 


In righteouſneſſe:ſhaltthowbeeftabliſhed, + - 

That is, not by any ewtWard power or force,or armits,or 
fortifications, or faiions;or confederacies,all theſe are but a 
ftaffe of reed ;. but in righteouſneſſe, and: that is both in the 
righteoulſnefle of Chrilt reotived by #53and working in x : the 
firſt is, the righreowſneſſe of juſtification : the ſecond is, the 
regweaſnſe bf ſanctification ; atid our eſtabliſhment lyes in 

oth. "0 


I, In the r4ghteonſneſſe of Juſtification, which is called the 
riphteouſneſſ of faith, or Chriſts ewne righteouſneſle received 
into us : -and inthis ſenſei is ſaid. Except ye believe ye foall 
never be eff abliſhed : tor by: fairh we partake of the riphte= 
04/ntſſe of God through Chriſt; and this is an infinite and 
everlaſting righteoulneſſe, that hath neither ſpor nor blemiſh 
Mit, this is* able:to eftabliſh mi for- ever and-ever ;; (0 = 
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the Church hath no more eſtabliſhment, then it hath of. the 
righteonſneſſe of Chrift by faith ; and as the Church poes 
trom faith to faith, ſo it goes from eſtabliſhment to eftabliſh- 
ment, | | 
2, Our eſtabliſhment lyes, in the righreowſefſe of our 


ſanRification ; which is nothing but Chrift working in us, as. 


the former was Chrif avelling in us; for the ſame Chriſt 
thit 15 the righteouſneſle of onr juftification, 1s the righteouſ- 
nefle of our ſand#ification. Now the eſtabliſhment of the 
Church is, when we let the righteouſneſſe of Chriſt Worke 
all in us, and we worke all in the righteouſnefſe of Chriſt ; 
then are we eſtabli{hed mightily and invixcibly indeed, and 
how much Chriſtians fwerve from this Rule, fo much they 
become w-ake and wnſcrled : ſometimes Chriſtians will bee 
living out of Chriſt in themſelves, and they will be moving 
and acting and working according to humare wiſedome and 
prudence, and the counſels and deviſes of tlelh and bloud, but 
in all this they have no «fabl:fament at all, And thercfore 
yee that are faithful, ſee to it, that ye turne aſ1de neither to 
the right hand nor to the left, through any worldly hopes or 


fears, but do ye live and a& in the rsghteorſneſſe of Chriſt,and 


as the Lord lives, though you have Kingdomes and Nati- 
ons for your enemies, you ſhall not be moved, bur ſhall bee 
eſt«bliſo:a more firmly then the carth. 
Aud therefore I pray conſider your eftabliſhmere where it 
lyes, and thar is in rightcouſneſle, and m righteouſnefle only. 
Some trult to this frengrh,and ſome to that, ſome to this aid, 
and ſome to that; but the ſpirituall Church ſcorns to truſt 
to any creature for eſtablifhinent, but lookes to be eftabliſhr 
onely in r1ghteonſreſſ 3 and becauſe of this, neither yex nor 
devils ſhall prevaile againſtir. And therefore you that- arc of 
ths Temple and building which 1s made by God, ſeeing yon 
have ſo many enemies on all hands, pray looke to your eff 
bliſbment, which is ittrighteouſneſle : In righteoufneſſe ſhalt 
thon bs eſtabliſhed, | 


_ Thin 
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Thow ſhalt be far from eppreſsion- ſor thou ſhalt net 


_ fear, and from terror, for it ſhall not come neer thee. 


The feare and terrour he ſpeakes of here, is inward fear®© 
and terrour, from which the Church ſhall be free, in the 
midſt of all owrward evils ; for though the Church be full 
of danger and perſecution without, yet it is free from feare 
and terrour withiz ; Nay, the Church hath erouble without , 
bur peace within z affliction without, joy within 5 Weakyeſſe 
without,ftrength within ; 6wpriſoument without, liberty with- 
in ; perſecution without, content within : againſt all the for- 
rowes and ſufferings of the fleſs, they have refreſhings,com- 
forts, hopes, ſweetneſles, rejoycings,trumphs in the ſpirit,and 
ſo in the wwidF of evill, are free from evill, and in the mid(t of 
ſufferings are free from paine, yea, they rejoyce in tribulations, 
and in the midſt of evil, are fild and ſatisfied with good. 


Ver. 15. Behold they ſhall ſurely gather together, 


but not by me + whoſoever ſhall gather together againſt 
thee ſhall fall for thy ſake. : . 


A very ſtrange thing it is, that the fp5ricual Churchs 
being thas builded, and taxght, and eftabliſht, any ſhould yet 
beſo blinde and mad as to ingage againſt it; and yer the 
world, and the carnall Church eſpecially doth this z yea, the 


More pere and ſpiritual the Church is, the more enmity the 
worid and Formalifts have againſt it, 


Behold they ſhall ſurely gather together. 


When they ſhall ſce the Churches gathering together into 
the true communion of Saints, then will they gather them- 
{elves together againſt the Churches; And why doe theſe 
men blame the Charches for gathering together unto Chriſt, 
when they themſelves Zather together againſt the Church, as 
we daily ſee? Indeed the gathering together of the Saints,the 
world doth moſt hare of all other things : Oh, this is a 
dreadſull and terrible thing to them, it makes their hearts 
ake within them, and looſeth the joynts of their loynes ; they 


thinke 
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think their exalration, will be their owne abaſement, and 
their gathering together, their owne ſcattering, and their 
glory their owne ſhare, and their frexgeh their owne un- 
doing; and out of theſe conceirs the world afts fo ſtrongly 
and furiouſly to ſcatter abroad again Chrifts owne gathc= 
rings together, But the Lord hath decreed and promited to 
hew that little ſtone of Chriſts ſpirituill Church, 9»# of the 
monntaine of the World, without hands, and will certainly ac- 
compliſh it, and is now about that very bufineſſe: but the 
world that never looks beyond ſenſe, they thiak this is ſure- 
ly a p/or. of ours, and that we have a great arfigne in hand 
and ſo we have indeed; bur the deſigne is not our deſigne, 
but Gods, contrived in eternity, and diſcovered to Daniel 
chap. 2. and this is the ſerting up a Kingdome of Saints in the 
world, wnder Chriſt the K ing of Saints, wherein the people 


ſaall live alone in point of ſpirituall worſhip and communi- 


on, and fhall have nothing to doe With the reſt of the Nations. 
This counſell of God begins to be accompliſhed, and the 
werld thinks that we are /#brilc, and we are mighty, wher- 
as they are cleerly wiftakews in us; for the Wi/dowe and 
FFrength wherby this is done is Gods and not ory. For it is the 
Lord muſt build this ſpirituall Church, and ſer ie up in the 
world, and preſerve it againſt the world, and cauſe it to ix- 


creaſe till it fills the world; ſo that the defigne and the ac- 


compliſhment of it, belongs to Godand not to ws, and the 
that are diſpleaſed at it, let them go and quarrel againſt God: 
and ſo they will certainly do, through the*operation of the 
Devill; Behold, faith he, they fhall ſurely gatber together: As 
ſoon as ever the'Church ſeparates from the world,.the world 
gatber together againſt the Church, 

Yea this place is not only to be underſtood of thoſe that 
are opey enemies without the Church, but ofa generation i 
it, that are not of ie, and ſo the gathering together againf# 
the Church, ſhall be i the Church: and ſo Calvin inter- 
prets,. and ſuch a way wy afluredly come te paſſe, that 
the Church as well as the Kingdowe will have doweftick ene 
wies; it hath been ſo in all ages, and what wonder will it 
be, if ir. be ſo ines? The = diviſion in this Kingdome, 

Was 
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was berween common profeſſion, and epex prophanenefſe,and if 
ever there be another,it is like tolye between the torm and 
the power of godlinefle; and the chilaren that are borne after * 
the fl-fp, will up and be perſecuting them that are vorne after 
the Sperit, and the acepeſt Wornds We ſpall recetve Will be in 
the houſe of our friends; not our friends indeed, bur of ſuch 
who ſeem to be ſo; for they pray as well as we, and preach 
and h-are and receive the Sacraments, and uſe the ſame or- 
dinances with us; and yet their enmity, of all other will be 
the greateſt againſt us, and we ſhall receive deeper woxnde 
in the houſe of th:ſe frienas, then in the ſtreets of our enemies. 
They ſhall gather together in thee, againlt thee, 


But not by mee, 

The Saints gather together by God, having the Spirit of 
God to bring them into wnien and communion: but the cay- 
all Church gathers together againſt the ſpirituall, ner by 
God, butwithout him, for worldly baſe ends and intereſts, 


and profits, and advantages, But mark the end of ſuc}, ga- 
thering together: | 


Whoſoever ſhall gather together againſt thee ſhall 
fall for thy ſake. = 


Wee have ſeen the accompliſhment of this promiſe with 
our eyes; even a great party of the greateſt men in the King- 
dome, as well as of meane ones, gathered together againſt 
the Church, but all falles: What is become of the great 
power,and armies, that were in the Welt and the North, and 
other parts of the Kingdom, are they nor tallen through the 
ſtrength of this promiſe ? and if any ew parry (hall arife up 
againc, they ſhall alſo fa/l/in like manner, 


"For thy ſake 
For the Lord leves the Church .the body of Chrif, even as - 
he loves Iclus Chrift himſcire; thow haſt loved thews as thow 
haſt lowed me ; he loves Head ano Menibers with the ſame 
love: The Loras people are bus' portion on carth, as he is theirs 


ua 
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in heaven, and fo hee will give Nat6ons and K irgdomes for 
them, and hath ſaid, 7 he Nation and Kingdom that Will yot 
ſerve thee ſhall periſ1, yea, thiſe Nations that be utterly waſted; 
Oh that this Kingdome in it ſelfe, and in its repreſentati« 
on, would avoy4 this evill as they would cſcape this end, 
The 4, Monarchies for oppoſing the Spirituall Charch, 
have fallen for its ſake ; and ſo ſhall every other Kingdom and 
Common-wealth, that #xgertakes againſt it, 


Verſ, 16. Behold 1 have created the Smith that 
blowes the coales in the fire, and that bringeth forth an 
inſtrument for his worke,and I have created the wafter 
t0 deſtroy. 

Verl. 17. But 18 weapon that is formed againſt 
thee fhall proſper,&c. 


Thou art faith God to the Church, a ſmall, weake, deſpi- 
ſed, contemned,perſecuted.people;but thy ſafety,proteQion, 
bleſſing, lyes in me,and in my power, and wiſedome, and love: 


Behold 1 have created the [mith $c; 


That is, I have formed him that wakes the Sword andGun 
and Pike, and that prepares the Ammunition ; and both hee 
chat makes the weapon and he that »ſerh 1t, are in my hands, 
and they ſhall enely do what I would have them do, and no 
more : and ſo 


No weapon that is formed againſt thee ſhall proſper. 


God blunts the edge of the weapon, and weakens the 
hand, and puts feare into the heart of him that uſeth it ; and 
ſo ns Weapons that have been uſed have profpered tutherto, and 
if any more weapons ſhall be uſed hereafter, they ſhall be as 
unpreſperous as thele, | 
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And every tongue that ſhal riſe azainft thee in 
Judgement, thou ſhalt condemne. 


Two wayes you ſee the enemies cf the Church aſſault the 
Church,by their hanas, and by their tongues ; and this /attey 
way is the morc d4ngerors of the two : by the former they 
ſconrge the Church With rods , by this latter with Scorpions, 
This weapon of the coxgue is the moſt dangeroz weapon 
that ever was uſed againſt the Church in any age, and the 
laſt refuge of the Devill and his inſtraments to annoy the 
Church. And thus when the enemy failes at the ftFrengeh 
of bus Weapons, he undertakes againe with the malice of his 
gongue: and with this,the enemy {irikes againſt che Saints that 
profeſſe the eruth, and againſt the truth ir ſelfe profeſſed by the 
Sams, 

Againft the Saints that profeſſe the trath, clothing them 
with odious names, and loading them with baſe aſpertions , 
Independents,and Setares,and Schiſmaticks,and Hereticks;and 
ſome ſuch there are indeed in the Kingdome, but they abuſe 
the precious Saints of God, with thele and other reproacher, 
and ſo crucife Chrift againe m his body, not between ewo 
theeves, but between two hundred theeves, that ſo it may 
be the greater difficulty to diſcerne him : Their tongues ri/e 
wp in judgement againſt them ; it intimates, they ſhall have 
Þpecious pretences againſt the Charch, Oh theſe are the men 
that would rwrne the Wor 1d wpppde downe, that make the Nati 
on full of r#malts and xprears, that work all the diftwrbaxce 
in Church and State ; itis fit, ſuch menand Congreeations 
ſhould be ſupprefſed, and that they ſhenld have no imploy - 
ment in Church or State ; it will never be a quiet world 
til; {ome courſe be taken with them, that we may have trath 
and peace and government 2gaine. And thus they have faire 
pretences againtt the godly, and uſe the glorious names. of 
zruth, peace and government, to the deſirwtion of them all. 
And this is the ſenſe of theſe words, for their tongues #5 riſe 
#p in judgement againſt them. Ws 

Yea, me thinks chis phraſe intimates thus-much, as if they 
would 
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would call in the aide and power of the ſerular Mariftrater 
againſt the irituall Chriſtians ; and then their rowgwes riſe 
wp in judgement againſt them indeed ; and exCept they ingage 
the Magiſtrates power againlt the Saints, they thinke they 
can never doe them miſchiefe enough, And thus theit 
rongues riſe up in judgement againſt the Saints that profeſle 
the truth. NG: 

2, As the enemy ſtrikes with their tongue, againſt the 
Saints that profeſſe the trath, ſo alſo againſt the rrath profeſſed 
by the Saints: and this they call by way of reproachwew 
light, as their predeceflors, at the beginning of the breaking 
forth of the Goſpel in this Kingdome,called it, wew learning: 
yea, they call the truth, erroy.; and the very minde of Chrift 
in the word, herefe ; and the power of godlinefſe, Independercy; 
and the contending for the faith once given to. the Saints, PA 
E152, and ſedition, and the like ; and this griever the Saints a 


thouſand times more then any perſoxal reproaches to keare 


the rrath, and light, and life, and fpirit of the Goſpel,,. deſpi- 
ſed and ſpoken againſt, and blaſphemed ; this is that, thac 


ferchesnot onely teares from their eyes,but even drops of blond 


from their hearts : the truth of Ged being much dearer to 
them then their eſtates, ornames, or lives.  _.,, | 

But ſee how God conquers this weapon of tlie enctaies 
tongue to the faithfull,aſwell as the former weapons of their 
hands ; every tongue that riſeth up in judgement againdt thee 
thos ſhalt condemene. All that ſpeake, and rage andraile, and 
reproach and ſlander and vilite and abuſe: the Saints, cither 
by their rongucs or pexs,thon by thy #prightneſſe, integrity, in- 
nocency, truth, faithfulnefle, ihalt condemn thems;, thy wayes 


and thy works that are led and aced in Chrilt and his Spirit, 


ſhall be the condemnation of all thine enemies ;. and their 
miſreports and ſanders. ſhall be dene #way' aS'a miſt hetbre 
the Sun ; and thy righteenſneffe and integrity (hall breake 
forth in that clearneſſe and: brightneſſe and {trength, that 
they ſhallſit down «ftoniſted and amazed ;. and they ſhall be 
condemned, not only by the word; and by the Sainrz, bit by. 


all che common morality of the world, yea, and by, their 


ewn conſciexce ; ſothat they fall carry their guilt with rhe 
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The building aud glory of the ſpirituall Church, 


nightand day,and ſhall not be able to look the godly in the 

face, . whom they have ſo reproacked ; the very preſence of 

the Saints ſhall be the condemnation of their enemies , who 
have before ſo unworthily j«d4g:d them : yea, the Whole world | 
ſhall ſee the faithfulneſſe ana integrity of the Sairgs of God, 
and'(hall ;juſifre. chem and:condemnye.their encuiics g and fhall 
ſay,lo, theſe are the men. that the world judg::1 for 3-&aries, 
and Scm/maticks, and what not ; ſee how faithtuu rhicy have | 
been to God and the tra? Church of God, #ii co the State, 
and ſarely they mult necds be bad men , taat arc enemies to 
thee. . Aiid thus while our enemies jz4ge us, they ſhall bee 
condemned themielyes. And this fhall certainly be dene, as 
ſure as the word of God is eywe,and as ſure as the Lord lives, 
to make good his word : For 


30. . 


. This 1s the heritage of the Servants of the Lord. 


* *That 1s, you ſhall have this by as ſure rigkt as any man 
hath an i»beritaxce that is entailed upon him. This is your 
heritage O yee ſervants of the Lord, to make ved the force | 
of every weapon that is uſed againſt you, and to conderne 
every tongue that judgeth you, This promiſe is our portion, 
and the lot of our inheritance, and in this we rejoyce, that 
while we ſerve theLord truly and faithfully,neither the havds 
nOr rogues of the enemy ſhall hurt us,bur in the end we ſhal 
be more then Congneronr i over all. Let my portion fall in this 
pleaſant place, and [ ſhall have 4 goodly heritage. | | 


And their righteouſneſſe is of me ſaith the Lora. 


"That is,theſe ſervants of mine arenot men of a humane and 


_ = 
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moral rightcouſneſſe only, but they partake of the righteouſ- | 
zeſſe of. God in Chriſt, Their ri monſnſe z of me; or thus, 
though they are ſinners before & world(for as the world rec- 
kons their own fin'for righteouſnefle; fo it reckonsGods righ- 
reovſneſle fox lin) yer they are.riehreow befqre we and in my 
£36. So chat however the, World regkons us evull doors, and @ | 
= no 


FER OY: 


delivered in an Expoſition on Tſai, 5 4: 21 
not worthy to live in the world, yet Gedreckons us righteous 
and our righteouſneſſe t5 before him. 
To conclude, ſeeing God hath engaged himſelfe to ſecure 
us in his wayes both from the Weapons and rongues of 
men,Goe audtell the Foxes that We will walk With- 
out feare in the world both to day and #0 morrow, 
and the third day we fall be 
perfefied 
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